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Abstract:

The aim of this paper is to study the buildings of Emir Ashigtumr
who ruled the city of Aleppo five times during the Mamluk period.
These buildings are his mosque, sabil, turbah, as well as their end-
owments. Firstly, the paper provides a short biography of the founder
based on the relevant historical sources and a discussion of the
mosqueds names and dating. It al
study of the architectural units of the mosque with a discussion on
some elements, such as the incomplete foundation inscription. The
extensions of the Ottoman period are considered with a presentation
of their effect on the original plan of the mosque. The paper concluded
that the sabil was a separate-sabil at the time of construction, as

Klimoords- sgpported by thg grchaeological e\{idence. It also included an arc-

. hitectural description of the demolished turbah and presented an
Ashigtumr imagined plan based on the statements of the historians. The end-
Mosque owments of Ashigtumr were considered with a presentation of their
Sabil role in developing his buildings. Finally, an analytical study of the
Turbah architectural elements of these buildings was carried out, and a
endowments comparison to parallel examples was made.

1. Introduction
This is a detailed study slome examples

that destructed the city and destroyed the
of Mamluk monumental buildings in the

majority of its monumental building].

city of Aleppo constructed by one of its
deputiegniwwab atsaltanal). Themajority

of the archaeological buildings of the city
throughout Islamic history, particularly in

the Mamluk period, were owned by the
deputies. The city flourished under the
patronage of the Zangid and the Ayyubid

After a short period, the Mamluks were
able to control the Mongols' advances and
defeated them in 658 AH./1Q6AD. [3,4].
After that, they commemorated thwictory

by expelling the Mongols from all Syrian
cities and annexing them to their sultanate
in Egypt. By this time, Aleppo began a

rule and became one of the greatest cities new era under their patronage as they-con

of Islam [1]. However, its importance
declined in the late Ayyubid era and the
early Mamluk eraas a consequence of
the Mongols' attack in 657 AH./1259 AD

sidered it a border city and gaitegreat
care[5]. Theyprovidedit with anadditional
army to strengthen the northern borders
of theMamluk state[6]. Thus,somehistor-
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ians considered Aleppo as the most powerful
andimportantcity afterthecapitalDamascus
[7]. For these reasons, tMamluk sultans
used to pay more attention to appointing
the deputies of Aleppo than other Syrian
cities.Aleppowasruledbyforty-five deputies
during the Bahri Mamluk era (6583
AH./ 12601381 AD.), and many of them
ruled it more than onc@]. The d@uties
paidgreatattentionto establishmanymont
umental buildings following thanstructions

of their sultans, whereas the majority of
them established these buildings to comm
emorate their memorig9]. For example,
Emir Ashigtumr constructed theuildings
under study.

2. Methodological Studies

2.1. The constructor

His name is Emir Saif a@in Ashigtumr
Ibn Abdullah alMardini akNansiri at
Ashrafi. He was born as a slave in Mardin
and was calle@l-Mardini for this reason
The ruler of Mardinsent him to Sultan al
Nasir Hassan in Egypt who promoted him
to be one of his close emirs. Therefore,
Ashigtumrearned anewnickname, i.e.al-
Nasiri, for the patronage of -dasir Hassan
[10]. After the death of aNasir Hassan in
762 AH./1361 AD., Ashlgtumr descended
to the slaves of Sultan-MansourMohamed
(762764 AH./13611363 AD.), and a new
nicknameal-Mansouriwas added to his
name[11]. Sultan alMansour died in 764

AH./1363AD., andSultanal-AshrafS h a A b a

governed the Mamluk state (7648 AH./
13631376AD.) [12]. Underhispatronage
Ashigtumr became one of the most imp
ortant slaves of his state that he donate
him his nicknameal-Ashrafiandappointed
him as a rulen a dUforthe first time, of
Aleppo in 765 AH./1364 ADJ[13]. He
ruledthe city for one and a half years only
andwas appointed as a ruler of Trip{li4].

He continued as a ruler of Tripoli until he
returned to Aleppo for the second tinme
771AH./1369AD. insteadf Emir Qushtumr
al-Mansouri[15]. Some researchers were
corfused about the difference between the
two emirs, Ashigtumr and Qushtumr. For
example, Tala$l6] referred to the two

emirsas the same person and considered
Emir Qushtumr the constructor of the
mosque under study6]. This confusion
may be due to theerbal convergence bet
ween their names because both of them
were calledal-Mansouriand were appointed
as rulers of Aleppo in a convergent period
Ashigtumr continued in Aleppo until he
was appointed as a ruler for the second
time in Tripoli in 773 AH./131 AD. [17].
After a short time, he returned to Aleppo
for the third time in 774 AH./1372 AD.
[18]. A few months later, he was removed
from the throne of Aleppo and appointed
as a ruler of Damascus in 775 AH./1373
AD. After four months, he was removed
from the throne of Damascus, returned to
Aleppo for the fourth time, and continued
until 780 AH./1378 AD[19]. Concerning
this year, the historical sources reported
thathewasdeposedrom Aleppo,arrested
and imprisoned in Alexandria by the order
of Sultan Alaa adi n Al i
without mentioning any reasons. After a
short time, he was released and allowed
to stay in alQuds with no positio10].
In 781 AH./1379 AD., he was returned
for the fifth time as a ruler of Aleppo and
continued forten months. Then, he moved
to rule Damascus for the second time in
782 AH./1380 AD. and continued until
784 AH./1382 AD. as he was ordered to
stay in alQuds without a position. Finally
he was appointed as a ruler of Damascus
for the third time during the reign of Sultan
arquq in 788 AH./1386 AD. After four
months, he was isolated because of his
illness, allowed to stay in Aleppo without

¢ any position until his death in 791 AH./

1389 AD., and buried in his turbah (i.e.
mausolem) beside Bab aWlagam[10,12].
The historians mentioned him as a brave
man who could manage the rule affairs.
He also was a man of war who achieved
a great victory when he conquer8tes

in 776 AH./1374 ADJ20].

2.2. The Mosque

2.2.1. Location, names, and dating
The mosque is located within the wall of
the old city of Aleppo inside Bab -al
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Naiyrab in a district calledl-a uj [21n
fig. (1). Its original name mentioned by
the Mamluk historians was attributed to
its constructor Ashiqgtumrmosque[22,23]
and then deviated to e A h masque?2].
Moreover, there is a more famous name
al-Sakakinj which correlated with the
mosque in a later period and attributed to
the supervisor of the mosqaémutawally
[2,15]. Herzfeld referred that thimame
was not mationed in historical sources
[11], but it is more correct to say that this
name was not mentioned by the Mamluk
historians. It was mentioned only in the
sources of the Ottoman perid@,15].
Therefore, we can assert that this name
was introduced in the @man period.
Concerning dating, the mosque includes
an inscription above its entrance. The-ins
cription ends with the construction date
(773 AH./1371 AD.). The same date was
mentioned also by the majority of the
Mamluk historians. Neverthelesal;:Ghuzzi

2.2.2. Architectural description

The mosque includes one fagade ever
looking the outside street. #tiso includes
one entrance that leads to the inside. The
interior is composed of an iwan on the
southern side and adjacent rooms on the
eastern and northern sides. The iwan and the
rooms share two open courtyartlg, (2).

= T — T = B =

Figure (2) Shows. plan of Ashigtumr mosque,
original plan before the renewal works
(After, Meinecke, 1992b. the current
plan of the mosqueAfter, Circle of
Aleppo endowments

2.2.2.1.The facade
The mosque has only one facade located

was confused about the date of the mosque on the southern side and overlooks the

and reported that it was constructed in
776 AH./1374 AD.[2]. Moreover, some

outside street, which is callea-Qusilah
It extends to 24.20 m, including the facade

researchers agreed with the perspective of the sabil (i.e. water dispensary) that
of al-Ghuzzi[16]. However, the inscription
provesthat the construction wasompleted
in 773 AH/1371 AD.
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F|gure(1)Shows the locatiens
Idings. (After, Circle of Aleppo endowm
entg developed by the author

neighbors it from the western side about
18.65 m, without the facade of the sabil.
It is 7.08 m high. It is built from stone
and is devoid of decorations except for the
entrance and the windows' arefig, (3-a,

b). It includes two windows that conneitt
with the iwan. The two windows are rec
tangular and have the same height of 2.10
m and the same width of 1.24 m, covered
by iron grills, surmounted by a flat stone
lintel topped by another one from engaged
voussoirs. They are located inside vertical
recesses measuring 5.04 m high and 2.14
m wide. The recesses are crowned with
three rows of stone stalactites and deco
rated with lack and yellow stone bonds
ac rdi toal Moshahharst eflg (3

a, %C)) A%t]‘g‘the top ofmhe faga)ge there are
two gutters for draining the rainwater.
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a The second inscription is more important
= =T A as it is considered the foundatiorscription

: ' of themosquelt islocatedabovethecarved

arch and is bordered inside a cartouche

measurin@.23mlongand27cmwide.The

inscription includes only one line written

in thethulusscript.It wasreadby al- Ghuzzi

and aiTabbakh[2,15], asf o | | dhiss : A
mosque was built by the poor slave to
Allah Ashigtumr al-Asharfi Allah, may
Fi ure ()howsatheinvfa ade of the mosque Allah forgive him, and all Muslims in the
’ and the sabil./(fter,gCircle of Aleppqo months of the year 783 \
endowmen)s b. the current state of the Odrs4dl Y niOr b h 0w :) yuUyIC
main fagadeg. the vertical recesses of BX w3 hHh pHAI cT eyr Alr AOm
the main facade. MCFTrN13yhHhm ey N13yh

If we carefully examined the inscription,

The mosque has only one entrance located we find th_at there are .amp“tf?‘ted parts in
on the eastern side of the facade. It is two areasfig. (4-c). Thefirst partis located

higher than the fagade. It is 8.60 m high afte(rj the word'C;g F;wﬁﬁmifollowindg

and 4 m wide. It is bordered with a proj \k/)vor lz?;r;)r[])ear; ad 75“_ ,bb kCh W;‘,gea}n OF
ecting stone cornice surrounding its four y a-ihuzziand arlabbakh ast ¥,
sides It is composedf ahugerecessnea and many researchers agreed with them.
suring 7.60 m high, 2.65 wide, and 1.76 However theyignoredtheletter"d', which

deep. Th.e recess is: Sl.erountéd by a. semj 2ppears clearly. By comparing this inscr

dome with a pointed sector based on three g;{logfvﬁg mgnélu[r)i?]raltlﬁlee;;r:]nglezrligdth?t
rowsof stonestalactitesinderthetwo inner y PP 9 P ’

corners. On both the right and left sides 'S found that the name of the building is
of the recess, there is a terrané&salah usually followed by the wordllp F".¥ietOF

. fore, the first part of the inscription reads
extending to the depth of the recess and re " " TR .
measring 70 cm high and 50 cm wide. gfcaglnyd 'mics:s?nn grfis |och;§t£cb3r}rd the crrrior
In the middle of the recess from the lower gp

section, there is the door that leads to the name of the constructor, which appears as

inside. It is 2.65 m high and 1.45 wide. It rC '(Ij'g t:h) l‘..hl_jf[)V\g—:-vr(]er, thesre Igtterls Wﬁ?ri
is closed by a pair of wooden shutters and €ad by the historians as previously me

surmountedby acurvedarch,fig (4-a). The tionfd(;[ﬁ Todu 5[3315¥H3rzfeldpre ted
entrancencludeswo inscriptions.Thefirst sentedine same reading and commente

one is located under the sedome and is that he could n(_)t decipher these_z SIgns or
composeaftwo Thuluthlinesincludingal- letters buttheydid notreferto anyindic-

Basmalah, Shahada (testimony), and verse@ t 1 on except f o[tll.t he foun
33 of suratal-Tawbah fig (4-b). It reads Nevertheless, the correct reading of the

fin the name of Allah the merciful, no inscription is, as follows:

2.2.2.2. The entrance

God except Allah/Mohamed is the prophet n fow[ FH XIPE 3C 3K r IOF  F MK
of Allah who sent him for guidance and ey r AT 1 AHOQ iR r Bl NdIOF A be T p
the right religiord "WCFr/13bHhm ey /13Hm 261X

b/ hpbw ©Hew c BBy cThédhentioned reading was also presen
"Xj KOF eT1pwm oted bhyafHBusiehitWiopdited the missing
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parts back to the construction era and ass (5-b) [26], themosque of MenkalBogha

umed that the architecof the mosque  (769AH./1367 AD.)fig. (5-C) [27], andthe

found that the stone lintel which included mosqueof al-Atrush(812AH./1409AD.)

the inscription did not fit with the rotation  fig. (5-d). At the same time, the straight

of the arch. Therefore, he was forced to |intel was replacedy the curvedarch to

cut the lintel that caused the missing parts surmount the entrances of the Ottoman mos
[24], but this assumption is illogical for ques such as aKhusrawiyyahmadrasa

the following argumeist Firstly, it is clear (951 AH./1547 M.) fig. (6-a), themosque

that the inscription does not mediate the ofatAAdi | i yyah ( 9pfi|§. AH./ 155
arch of the entrance, and the arch is cut off (6-b) [28], the mosque of Bahram Pasha

the straightness of the inscription, which (991 AH./1583AD.) fig. (6-c) [29], andal-
causeshedeformatiorof its generakhape Othmaniyyahmadrasa (1142 AH./1729

fig. (4-c). It is unlikely that the architect AD.) fig. (6-d). Finally, the historical seu
disregardd this formation during constr  rcesmentioned that the entrance mass was
uction as it was the only foundation insc  surmounted by &uttab (i.e. elementary
ription of the mosque. Most importantly, school) for childref23], but it no longer

the amputated parts included the name of exists and there is no imprint evidence of
the constructor, which could not occur its ruins. In other words, all the entrance
during the construction era because it mass was renewed after the first constru
was the only inscriptio that proved the  ction. For these arguments, we can assert
constructor 6s name. thaf theforncation uf the enttance diid nota s
not used in crowning the main entrances relate to the construction era, but it was
during the Mamluk period, but they were renewed during the Ottoman period. It is
usually crowned by a straight lintel, and also supposed that the renovation works
the foundation inscriptions were engraved represented in dismantling and reconstr

on or above i{25]. This formatimm was ucting the oH stone with some changes
commonin themajority of Mamlukmosques  occurred in the curved arch and cutting

of Aleppo, such as thenosque of al  the straight lintel with the inscription to
Tunbogha (718 AH./1318 AR Jig. (5-a), fit with the rotation of the arch.
Mehmendamosque (8 H./14" G)) fig.

b

The amputated

¢ parts ¢

T

Figure (4)Showsa. the entrance of the mosque.inscription andstalactites in the facade of the entrance
c. the foundation inscription above the entrance and its amputated parts.
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igure (5)Shows the straight lintel of the Mamluk entran@dhe mosque of alunboghar18 A.H/1318
A.D., b. Mehmendar mosque8A.H/14™ A.D., c¢. The mosque of Menkali Bogha 769 A.H/
1367 A.D, d. The mosque of al\trush 812 A.H/1409 A.D.

Figure (6)Showsthe cared arch of the Ottoman entrémgeal-Khusrwiyyah madrasa 951 A.H/1547
A.D.,b.the mosqueofah Adi | i yyah 9 6,8 thé\madqud b BabramApadba 991
A.H/1583 A.D, d. al-Othmaniyyah madrasa 1142 A.H/1729 A.D.
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2.2.2.3.Inside the mosque

The entrance of the mosque leads to a
corridor of 9.5 m long that is surmounted
with a pointed vault covered with a stucco
layer. This corridor includes a door located
behind the entrance from the right side.
The door measures 2.10hgh and 75 cm
wide. It is surmounted with a straight lintel

supplies the ablution and the sabil. The
western side has no extensions except for
a simple sabil in the middle. Thsabil is
composed of a recess that measures 1.80
m high and 75 cm wide, surmounted by a
pointed blown arch. It includes a source
of water Thenorthernside of thecourtyard
represents the borders of the old mosque,

and leads to a rectangular area used asbut many extensions were added beyitnd

toilets. On the frontal side, there is another
doorsurmountedvith a straightlintel mea
suring 2.20 m high and 70 cm wide that
leadsto asquaraoombeyondthecorridor.
Beside the mentioned door frothe left
side there is an archeaben thabverlooks
directly the courtyard, fig. (b).

AThe open courtyard

It is a rectangular area that measures 13.40
m long and 8.20 wide with a floor paved
with stoneslabs Many changes wemmade

to its original plan, which has no buildings
around its sides except for the southern
one that is occupied by the iw§B0]. The
four sides of the current courtyard are built
of stone and are 6.30 m high in addition
to a renewed wall that reaches 1.45 m
high. The southern side includes two entr
ancesconnecting between the courtyard
and the iwan. The two entrances are surm
ounted by pointed arches and have the
same dimensionsf 4.45 m high and 1.55
m wide. They are closed with two wooden
shuttersandaremediatedy a prayerniche
thatis surmountedby a pointedarch,which
measures 2.40 m high and 95 cm wide.
Above the arch of the niche, there are two
stonecorbelsused as dase for grojecting
cornice. Above the preceding, there is an
archedopen with a pointed arch similar
to those of the side entrances, but it is
higher and more spacious. (7). On the
eastern side of the courtyard, there is a
door and a window that el to a renewed
room, in addition to the entrance of the
ladder that leads to the roof. This side
includes an orifice of the cistern, which

25

during the renewal works of the Ottoman
period Theseworkswill bementionedater.

Figure(7) Showsfagadeof theiwan of themosque
al-Qibliyyah(After, Circle of Aleppoend
owmenty

AThe iwan

This iwan represents the sanctualy

Qiblityyahof themosquelt canbeaccessed

through the two entrances, which &eated

onits northern side, fig. B, 7). Thesdwo
entrances lead to a short corridorlod0

m, which is roofed by a pointed vauEkhe

level of the iwan is higher thahe courtyard

as the two entrances lead to the inside

through a stone ladder. The iwan occupies

a rectangular area that measut&s84m

long and 5.70 m wide. Its southern wall

includes two recesses, fig.-B. The west

ern one measures 2.38 m high, 1i3@vide,

andl1l.37mdeepwhereasheeastermecess

measures 2.5 m high, 1.30 wide, and 1.35

m deep. Both recesses rise over the iwan

level by 60 cm. They are surmounted by

a carved arch of stone engaged voussoirs

and each of them includes a window that

connects the iwan and the external fagade

fig. (8).
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door that measures 1.50 m highd 55 cm
wide, surmounted by a carved arch, and
crowned by two rows of stone stalactites.
The two triangular areas between thd-sta
actites and the carved arch are decorated
with floral decorations made by prominent
carving according to th@rabesquestyle.

At the top of the stalactitesthere is a
decorateganel that includes anscription

composed of two lines in thtauluth script

and made by prominent carvirfigg. (10-a,

) . ] b). Its content is a part of the 197 verse

The mihrab of the iwan mediates the two of Surat atBagarahand ends with the

mentioned recesses. It is composed of a date ofthe minbar (1242 AH.¥jg. (10-c):

niche that measures 3.35 m high, 1.25 OHUS IOy 3p BAIOF Fp MDD b
wide,and1.06m deep.Thenicheis surmo- 1242 WONMUFT AHUbF
unted by a serlome with a pointegector
bordered by a marble column on every two
sides, and covered with new paint with no
decorations. The serdiome is bordered
by a projectedrieze, and the twtriangular
areas on every two sides are decorated
with floral decorations achieved by pro
minent carving according to theabesque
style. At the top of the mihrab, there is an
inscription that composes one line and in
Thuluth by prominat carving, fig. (9a,

b). The content is a part of the 18 verse Figure(10)Showsa. theminbarof themosqueb.
of Surat atHaj: facsimile of the minbar, frontal and

o o L sideview (After, Circle of Aleppoend
KpuF ¢T eBM F#mBBBEYbc T e Bowmenty c. facsimileof theinscription

= ‘1 b— of the minbar
I
1

Figure (8)Shows interior sector of the iwaAfter,
CircleofAleppoendowment}

The door leads to a stone ladder that inc
ludes six stairs and ends at the seat of the
khatib (preacher). The minbar is crowned
by a cupola with a pointed sector based
on four marble columns. It isurmounted

by a brass crescent. The northern side of
the iwan includes three recesses. The-wes
tern and eastern recesses include the two
entrances. In contrast, the middle one is
higher, more spacious, and includes a-han
gingr eporter 6s tokdtieune t hat
) ) _ ) iwan through a wooden handrail decorated
Beside the mihrab from the right side, with carved decorations. It can be accessed
there is a stone minbar that extends to through a stone ladddig. (11-a, b). Both
2.95 m in the depth of the iwan. Itis 95 cm of the western and eastern sides are occ
wide and rises to 5.07 m until the level of upied by two recesses, which have the
its summit. The minbar includes an elegant same dimensions of 2.90 m h|gh and 1.40

Figure (9)Showsa. the mihrab of the mosqub.
facsimileof themihrabandits inscription
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m wide. These recesses overlook the iwan AThe renewed extensions

through carved arches. The two recesses Many extensions and renovation wokere
located on the western side have an open doneduring the Ottoman period. Some of
ceiling and are used as wind catchers themdid notchangehe original plan,such
(malagqif) to ventilatetheiwan. Concerning as the minbar that was added in 1242./AH
the ceiling of the iwan, it was divided into 1826 AD. and the ceiling of the iwan that
three sections. Both of the western and was renewed in 1260 AH./1844 AD. The
eastern sections are roofed by a pointed renewal works that were done in 1260
vault, whereas the middle one is roofed by AH./1844 AD. included many extensions

a dome with a senircular sector. The thatcausedssentiathangeso theoriginal
dome is higher than the vaults of the two plan, fig. (2b). These extensions were added
sides. It measures 10.75 m high, and its by Mohamed Raji Ion Mohamed Ali Byazid
diameteris 5.65m. It risesoveranoctagonal ~ Who wanted to return the teachiagtivity
drum that includes four windows for vien  to the mosqué2]. He appointed abhaikh
ilating and illuminating the iwan and is Hussien aiGhuzi al-Bali, the father of
based on transition zones from spherical t he f amous Al eppoods
trianglependentivesfig. (12). The ceiling ~ Of the mosque and the students who rushed
including the vaults and the dome, is upon him[31]. Therefore, it was required
built of stone, but it seems to be different 0 add some new extensions to the mosque
from the other parts_ ThUS, it is assumed to be fit with the teaChIng function. The

that it was renewed during the renovation New extensions inatled many rooms for
works in the Ottoman period. teaching and residential purposes. This

does not mean that the mosque did not
perform the teaching function until this

? \\ period, as the historical sources refer to it
/ as a madrasa since the Mamluk pefib@,

ﬁ 23]. The renewal works incledan open
el i M area located behind the courtyard that is 60
P cm high over its levelfig. (2-b), 13.40 m
ﬂ long, and 4.70 m wide. This area was-sep
4 il arated from the courtyard by a short wall
] of 75 cm that included a prayer niche in
themiddleat thesameaxisof thecourtyard

: niche and was equal to the height of the
F|gure(138howsg.;[ he ;e?%rg.éac-és ﬁ]blst’)\d.llﬁl%,ﬁls wal |f s ?Sl i
S 1 mi e [0} e re or [ - a
view (After. Circle of Aleppo endon Jf the dsqlie dnteSrtherndide Fheré
ments fore, we canasserthat the mosque included
two open courtyards after these renewal
works, but the mediated wallhich sepa
ratedbetween them was demolished in a
later period. Behind the added courtyard,
there is a covered area of 14.35 long and
2.75 wide. It is divided into five rooms
roofed by five pointed vaults. Each of
them includes a door and a window. It
was sed for a residential purposky.
(13-a, b). When the teaching activity was

Figure (12)Showsthedomeof theiwan; external stopped by the end of the Ottoman period
view the function of these rooms has changed
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