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 Abstract:   

The aim of this paper is to study the buildings of Emir Ashiqtumr 

who ruled the city of Aleppo five times during the Mamluk period. 

These buildings are his mosque, sabil, turbah, as well as their end-

owments. Firstly, the paper provides a short biography of the founder 

based on the relevant historical sources and a discussion of the 

mosqueôs names and dating. It also comprises a detailed descriptive 

study of the architectural units of the mosque with a discussion on 

some elements, such as the incomplete foundation inscription. The 

extensions of the Ottoman period are considered with a presentation 

of their effect on the original plan of the mosque. The paper concluded 

that the sabil was a separate-sabil at the time of construction, as 

supported by the archaeological evidence. It also included an arc-

hitectural description of the demolished turbah and presented an 

imagined plan based on the statements of the historians. The end-

owments of Ashiqtumr were considered with a presentation of their 

role in developing his buildings. Finally, an analytical study of the 

architectural elements of these buildings was carried out, and a 

comparison to parallel examples was made. 

1. Introduction  
This is a detailed study of some examples 
of Mamluk monumental buildings in the 
city of Aleppo constructed by one of its 
deputies (niwwab al-saltanah). The majority 
of the archaeological buildings of the city 
throughout Islamic history, particularly in 
the Mamluk period, were owned by the 
deputies. The city flourished under the 
patronage of the Zangid and the Ayyubid 
rule and became one of the greatest cities 
of Islam [1]. However, its importance 
declined in the late Ayyubid era and the 
early Mamluk era as a consequence of 
the Mongols' attack in 657 AH./1259 AD. 

that destructed the city and destroyed the 
majority of its monumental buildings [2].  
After a short period, the Mamluks were 
able to control the Mongols' advances and 
defeated them in 658 AH./1260 AD. [3,4]. 
After that, they commemorated their victory 
by expelling the Mongols from all Syrian 
cities and annexing them to their sultanate 
in Egypt. By this time, Aleppo began a 
new era under their patronage as they con-
sidered it a border city and gave it great 
care [5]. They provided it with an additional 
army to strengthen the northern borders 
of the Mamluk state [6]. Thus, some histor-
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ians considered Aleppo as the most powerful 
and important city after the capital Damascus 
[7]. For these reasons, the Mamluk sultans 
used to pay more attention to appointing 
the deputies of Aleppo than other Syrian 
cities. Aleppo was ruled by forty-five deputies 
during the Bahri Mamluk era (658-783 
AH./ 1260-1381 AD.), and many of them 
ruled it more than once [8]. The deputies 
paid great attention to establish many mon-
umental buildings following the instructions 
of their sultans, whereas the majority of 
them established these buildings to comm-
emorate their memories [9]. For example, 
Emir Ashiqtumr constructed the buildings 
under study. 

 
2. Methodological Studies  

2.1. The constructor  
His name is Emir Saif al-Din Ashiqtumr 
Ibn Abdullah al-Mardini al-Nansiri al-
Ashrafi. He was born as a slave in Mardin 
and was called al-Mardini for this reason. 
The ruler of Mardin sent him to Sultan al-
Nasir Hassan in Egypt who promoted him 
to be one of his close emirs. Therefore, 
Ashiqtumr earned a new nickname, i.e., al-
Nasiri, for the patronage of al-Nasir Hassan 
[10]. After the death of al-Nasir Hassan in 
762 AH./1361 AD., Ashiqtumr descended 
to the slaves of Sultan al-Mansour Mohamed 
(762-764 AH./1361-1363 AD.), and a new 
nickname al-Mansouri was added to his 
name [11]. Sultan al-Mansour died in 764 
AH./1363 AD., and Sultan al-Ashraf ShaᾺban 
governed the Mamluk state (764-778 AH./ 
1363-1376 AD.) [12]. Under his patronage, 
Ashiqtumr became one of the most imp-
ortant slaves of his state that he donated 
him his nickname al-Ashrafi and appointed 
him as a ruler naԃib, for the first time, of 
Aleppo in 765 AH./1364 AD. [13]. He 
ruled the city for one and a half years only 
and was appointed as a ruler of Tripoli [14]. 
He continued as a ruler of Tripoli until he 
returned to Aleppo for the second time in 
771 AH./1369 AD. instead of Emir Qushtumr 
al-Mansouri [15]. Some researchers were 
confused about the difference between the 
two emirs, Ashiqtumr and Qushtumr. For 
example, Talas [16] referred to the two 

emirs as the same person and considered 
Emir Qushtumr the constructor of the 
mosque under study [16]. This confusion 
may be due to the verbal convergence bet-
ween their names because both of them 
were called al-Mansouri and were appointed 
as rulers of Aleppo in a convergent period. 
Ashiqtumr continued in Aleppo until he 
was appointed as a ruler for the second 
time in Tripoli in 773 AH./1371 AD. [17]. 
After a short time, he returned to Aleppo 
for the third time in 774 AH./1372 AD. 
[18]. A few months later, he was removed 
from the throne of Aleppo and appointed 
as a ruler of Damascus in 775 AH./1373 
AD. After four months, he was removed 
from the throne of Damascus, returned to 
Aleppo for the fourth time, and continued 
until 780 AH./1378 AD. [19]. Concerning 
this year, the historical sources reported 
that he was deposed from Aleppo, arrested, 
and imprisoned in Alexandria by the order 
of Sultan Alaa al-din Ali Ibn ShaᾺban 
without mentioning any reasons. After a 
short time, he was released and allowed 
to stay in al-Quds with no position [10]. 
In 781 AH./1379 AD., he was returned 
for the fifth time as a ruler of Aleppo and 
continued for ten months. Then, he moved 
to rule Damascus for the second time in 
782 AH./1380 AD. and continued until 
784 AH./1382 AD. as he was ordered to 
stay in al-Quds without a position. Finally, 
he was appointed as a ruler of Damascus 
for the third time during the reign of Sultan 
Barquq in 788 AH./1386 AD. After four 
months, he was isolated because of his 
illness, allowed to stay in Aleppo without 
any position until his death in 791 AH./ 
1389 AD., and buried in his turbah (i.e. 
mausoleum) beside Bab al-Maqam [10,12]. 
The historians mentioned him as a brave 
man who could manage the rule affairs. 
He also was a man of war who achieved 
a great victory when he conquered Sies 
in 776 AH./1374 AD. [20].  

2.2. The Mosque  

2.2.1. Location, names, and dating   
The mosque is located within the wall of 

the old city of Aleppo inside Bab al-
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Naiyrab in a district called al-aԄjam [21], 

fig. (1). Its original name mentioned by 

the Mamluk historians was attributed to 

its constructor, Ashiqtumr mosque, [22,23] 

and then deviated to be ԄAhsiq mosque [2]. 

Moreover, there is a more famous name 

al-Sakakini, which correlated with the 

mosque in a later period and attributed to 
the supervisor of the mosque al-mutawally 

[2,15]. Herzfeld referred that this name 

was not mentioned in historical sources 

[11], but it is more correct to say that this 

name was not mentioned by the Mamluk 

historians. It was mentioned only in the 

sources of the Ottoman period [2,15]. 

Therefore, we can assert that this name 

was introduced in the Ottoman period. 

Concerning dating, the mosque includes 

an inscription above its entrance. The ins-

cription ends with the construction date 

(773 AH./1371 AD.). The same date was 

mentioned also by the majority of the 

Mamluk historians. Nevertheless, al-Ghuzzi 
was confused about the date of the mosque 
and reported that it was constructed in 

776 AH./1374 AD. [2]. Moreover, some 

researchers agreed with the perspective 

of al-Ghuzzi [16]. However, the inscription 

proves that the construction was completed 

in 773 AH./1371 AD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure (1) Shows the locations of Ashiqtumrôs bui-

ldings. (After, Circle of Aleppo endowm-

ents) developed by the author. 

2.2.2. Architectural description 
The mosque includes one façade over-
looking the outside street. It also includes 

one entrance that leads to the inside. The 

interior is composed of an iwan on the 

southern side and adjacent rooms on the 
eastern and northern sides. The iwan and the 

rooms share two open courtyards, fig. (2).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure (2) Shows a. plan of Ashiqtumr mosque, 

original plan before the renewal works. 

(After, Meinecke, 1992), b. the current 

plan of the mosque (After, Circle of 

Aleppo endowments) 
 

2.2.2.1. The façade 

The mosque has only one façade located 

on the southern side and overlooks the 
outside street, which is called al-Qusilah. 

It extends to 24.20 m, including the façade 

of the sabil (i.e. water dispensary) that 

neighbors it from the western side about 

18.65 m, without the façade of the sabil. 

It is 7.08 m high. It is built from stone 

and is devoid of decorations except for the 
entrance and the windows' areas, fig. (3-a, 

b). It includes two windows that connect it 

with the iwan. The two windows are rec-
tangular and have the same height of 2.10 
m and the same width of 1.24 m, covered 

by iron grills, surmounted by a flat stone 

lintel topped by another one from engaged 
voussoirs. They are located inside vertical 

recesses measuring 5.04 m high and 2.14 

m wide. The recesses are crowned with 

three rows of stone stalactites and deco-

rated with black and yellow stone bonds 

according to al-Moshahhar style fig. (3-

a, c). At the top of the façade, there are 

two gutters for draining the rainwater.   

a b 
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Figure (3) Shows a. the main façade of the mosque 

and the sabil. (After, Circle of Aleppo 
endowments), b. the current state of the 
main façade, c. the vertical recesses of 

the main façade.  
 

2.2.2.2. The entrance 

The mosque has only one entrance located 
on the eastern side of the façade. It is 

higher than the façade. It is 8.60 m high 

and 4 m wide. It is bordered with a proj- 

ecting stone cornice surrounding its four 

sides. It is composed of a huge recess mea-

suring 7.60 m high, 2.65 wide, and 1.75 m 

deep. The recess is surmounted by a semi-
dome with a pointed sector based on three 
rows of stone stalactites under the two inner 
corners. On both the right and left sides 

of the recess, there is a terrace miksalah 

extending to the depth of the recess and 

measuring 70 cm high and 50 cm wide. 
In the middle of the recess from the lower 
section, there is the door that leads to the 

inside. It is 2.65 m high and 1.45 wide. It 
is closed by a pair of wooden shutters and 

surmounted by a curved arch, fig (4-a). The 
entrance includes two inscriptions. The first 
one is located under the semi-dome and is 

composed of two Thuluth lines including al-

Basmalah, Shahada (testimony), and verse 

33 of surat al-Tawbah, fig (4-b). It reads 

ñin the name of Allah the merciful, no 
God except Allah/Mohamed is the prophet 

of Allah who sent him for guidance and 

the right religionò  

"егϲϽЮϜ  бЃϠ  ъϖ йЮϖ ъ буϲϽЮϜ/  ЬнЂϼ 

ХϳЮϜ етϸм оϹлЮϝϠ йЯЂϼϒ" 

The second inscription is more important 
as it is considered the foundation inscription 
of the mosque. It  is located above the carved 

arch and is bordered inside a cartouche 
measuring 2.23 m long and 27 cm wide. The 

inscription includes only one line written 
in the thulus script. It was read by al- Ghuzzi 

and al-Tabbakh [2,15], as follows: ñThis 

mosque was built by the poor slave to 

Allah Ashiqtumr al-Asharfi Allah, may 

Allah forgive him, and all Muslims in the 

months of the year 773ò. 

 " ϽгϧЧІϒ пЮϝЛϦ  пЮϖ ϽуЧУЮϜ ϹϡЛЮϜ ϹϯЃгЮϜ Ϝϻк ϓЇжϒ

ыϪ ϣзЂ ϼнлІ сТ еугЯЃгЯЮм йЮ  ϽУО сТϽІцϜ Ϩ

йϚϝгЛϡЂм еуЛϡЂм." 

If we carefully examined the inscription, 

we find that there are amputated parts in 
two areas, fig. (4-c). The first part is located 
after the word "ϹϯЃгЮϜ"  that the following 

word appears as "̮гЮϜ/ϹϡК" , which was read 

by al-Ghuzzi and al-Tabbakh as "ϹϡЛЮϜ" , 

and many researchers agreed with them. 
However, they ignored the letter "а", which 
appears clearly. By comparing this inscr-
iption with many parallel examples in the 
city of Aleppo during the same period, it 

is found that the name of the building is 

usually followed by the word "ШϼϝϡгЮϜ" . The-
refore, the first part of the inscription reads 
clearly "ϹϡЛЮϜ ШϼϝϡгЮϜ ϹϯЃгЮϜ Ϝϻк ϓЇжϒ...." . The 

second missing part is located around the 
name of the constructor, which appears as 

"... ϽгϦ....сТϼ" . However, these letters were 

read by the historians as previously men-

tioned "ϽгϧЧІϒ сТϽІцϜ"  [2,15]. Herzfeld pre-

sented the same reading and commented 

that he could not decipher these signs or 

letters, but they did not refer to any indic-

ation except for the founderôs name [11]. 

Nevertheless, the correct reading of the 

inscription is, as follows: 

 "̮гЮϜ ϹϯЃгЮϜ Ϝϻк ϓЇжϒ]̮ЮϜ ШϼϝϠ[  пЮϖ ϽуЧУЮϜ ϹϡК

 пЮϝЛϦ]̮ЧІϒ[ ϽгϦ]̮ІцϜ[ еугЯЃгЯЮм йЮ  ϽУО сТϼ

ϣϚϝгЛϡЂм еуЛϡЂм ϨыϪ ϣзЂ ϼнлІ сТ" 

The mentioned reading was also presen-

ted by al-Housieni who dated the missing 

a 

b 

c 

b 
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parts back to the construction era and ass-

umed that the architect of the mosque 
found that the stone lintel which included 
the inscription did not fit with the rotation 
of the arch. Therefore, he was forced to 
cut the lintel that caused the missing parts 

[24], but this assumption is illogical for 
the following arguments: Firstly, it is clear 
that the inscription does not mediate the 
arch of the entrance, and the arch is cut off 

the straightness of the inscription, which 

causes the deformation of its general shape, 

fig. (4-c). It is unlikely that the architect 

disregarded this formation during constr-

uction as it was the only foundation insc-

ription of the mosque. Most importantly, 

the amputated parts included the name of 

the constructor, which could not occur 

during the construction era because it 

was the only inscription that proved the 

constructorôs name. The carved arch was 

not used in crowning the main entrances 

during the Mamluk period, but they were 

usually crowned by a straight lintel, and 
the foundation inscriptions were engraved 
on or above it [25]. This formation was 
common in the majority of Mamluk mosques 
of Aleppo, such as the mosque of al-
Tunbogha (718 AH./1318 AD.), fig. (5-a), 

Mehmendar mosque (8
th
 H./14

th
 G.) fig. 

(5-b) [26], the mosque of Menkali Bogha 

(769 AH./1367 AD.) fig. (5-c) [27], and the 

mosque of al-Atrush (812 AH./1409 AD.) 

fig. (5-d). At the same time, the straight 

lintel was replaced by the curved arch to 
surmount the entrances of the Ottoman mos-

ques, such as al-Khusrawiyyah madrasa 

(951 AH./1547 AD.) fig. (6-a), the mosque 

of al-ᾺAdiliyyah (963 AH./ 1555 AD.) fig. 

(6-b) [28], the mosque of Bahram Pasha 
(991 AH./1583 AD.) fig. (6-c) [29], and al-

Othmaniyyah madrasa (1142 AH./1729 
AD.) fig. (6-d). Finally, the historical sou-

rces mentioned that the entrance mass was 
surmounted by a Kuttab (i.e. elementary 

school) for children [23], but it no longer 

exists and there is no imprint evidence of 

its ruins. In other words, all the entrance 

mass was renewed after the first constru-

ction. For these arguments, we can assert 

that the formation of the entrance did not 

relate to the construction era, but it was 

renewed during the Ottoman period. It is 

also supposed that the renovation works 

represented in dismantling and reconstr-

ucting the old stone with some changes 

occurred in the curved arch and cutting 

the straight lintel with the inscription to 

fit with the rotation of the arch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure (4) Shows a. the entrance of the mosque. b, inscription and stalactites in the façade of the entrance, 

c. the foundation inscription above the entrance and its amputated parts. 

a b 

c 

The amputated 

parts 
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Figure (5) Shows the straight lintel of the Mamluk entrances, a. The mosque of al-Tunbogha 718 A.H/1318 

A.D., b. Mehmendar mosque 8
th
 A.H/14

th
 A.D., c. The mosque of Menkali Bogha 769 A.H/ 

1367 A.D., d. The mosque of al-Atrush 812 A.H/1409 A.D.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure (6) Shows the carved arch of the Ottoman entrances, a. al-Khusrawiyyah madrasa 951 A.H/1547 

A.D., b. the mosque of al-ᾺAdiliyyah 963 A.H/1555 A.D., c. the mosque of Bahram pasha 991 

A.H/1583 A.D., d. al-Othmaniyyah madrasa 1142 A.H/1729 A.D.  

a b 

c d 

a b 

c d 
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2.2.2.3. Inside the mosque 

The entrance of the mosque leads to a 

corridor of 9.5 m long that is surmounted 
with a pointed vault covered with a stucco 
layer. This corridor includes a door located 

behind the entrance from the right side. 
The door measures 2.10 m high and 75 cm 
wide. It is surmounted with a straight lintel 
and leads to a rectangular area used as 
toilets. On the frontal side, there is another 
door surmounted with a straight lintel mea-

suring 2.20 m high and 70 cm wide that 
leads to a square room beyond the corridor. 

Beside the mentioned door from the left 

side, there is an arched-open that overlooks 

directly the courtyard, fig. (2-b). 

Á The open courtyard  
It is a rectangular area that measures 13.40 

m long and 8.20 wide with a floor paved 

with stone slabs. Many changes were made 
to its original plan, which has no buildings 
around its sides except for the southern 

one that is occupied by the iwan [30]. The 
four sides of the current courtyard are built 
of stone and are 6.30 m high in addition 

to a renewed wall that reaches 1.45 m 

high. The southern side includes two entr-

ances connecting between the courtyard 

and the iwan. The two entrances are surm-

ounted by pointed arches and have the 
same dimensions of 4.45 m high and 1.55 
m wide. They are closed with two wooden 
shutters and are mediated by a prayer niche 
that is surmounted by a pointed arch, which 

measures 2.40 m high and 95 cm wide. 
Above the arch of the niche, there are two 

stone corbels used as a base for a projecting 

cornice. Above the preceding, there is an 

arched-open with a pointed arch similar 

to those of the side entrances, but it is 

higher and more spacious, fig. (7). On the 

eastern side of the courtyard, there is a 
door and a window that lead to a renewed 
room, in addition to the entrance of the 

ladder that leads to the roof. This side 

includes an orifice of the cistern, which 

supplies the ablution and the sabil. The 
western side has no extensions except for 
a simple sabil in the middle. This sabil is 

composed of a recess that measures 1.80 
m high and 75 cm wide, surmounted by a 
pointed blown arch. It includes a source 
of water. The northern side of the courtyard 

represents the borders of the old mosque, 
but many extensions were added beyond it 

during the renewal works of the Ottoman 

period. These works will  be mentioned later.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure (7) Shows façade of the iwan of the mosque 
al-Qibliyyah (After, Circle of Aleppo end-

owments)  

Á The iwan 
This iwan represents the sanctuary al-
Qiblityyah of the mosque. It can be accessed 

through the two entrances, which are located 

on its northern side, fig. (2-b, 7). These two 

entrances lead to a short corridor of 1.90 

m, which is roofed by a pointed vault. The 
level of the iwan is higher than the courtyard 

as the two entrances lead to the inside 
through a stone ladder. The iwan occupies 

a rectangular area that measures 12.84 m 

long and 5.70 m wide. Its southern wall 

includes two recesses, fig. (2-b). The west-
ern one measures 2.38 m high, 1.30 m wide, 
and 1.37 m deep, whereas the eastern recess 
measures 2.5 m high, 1.30 wide, and 1.35 

m deep. Both recesses rise over the iwan 

level by 60 cm. They are surmounted by 

a carved arch of stone engaged voussoirs, 

and each of them includes a window that 

connects the iwan and the external façade, 

fig. (8).  
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Figure (8) Shows interior sector of the iwan (After, 

Circle of Aleppo end-owments)  
 

The mihrab of the iwan mediates the two 
mentioned recesses. It is composed of a 
niche that measures 3.35 m high, 1.25 
wide, and 1.06 m deep. The niche is surmo-
unted by a semi-dome with a pointed sector, 
bordered by a marble column on every two 
sides, and covered with new paint with no 
decorations. The semi-dome is bordered 
by a projected frieze, and the two triangular 
areas on every two sides are decorated 
with floral decorations achieved by pro-
minent carving according to the Arabesque 
style. At the top of the mihrab, there is an 
inscription that composes one line and in 
Thuluth by prominent carving, fig. (9-a, 
b). The content is a part of the 18 verse 
of Surat al-Haj:  

"бЮϒ  дϒ ϽϦ  ϹϯЃтйЮ ЌϼцϜ сТ евм ϤϜнгЃЮϜ сТ ев"

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Figure (9) Shows a. the mihrab of the mosque, b. 

facsimile of the mihrab and its inscription.  
 

Beside the mihrab from the right side, 
there is a stone minbar that extends to 
2.95 m in the depth of the iwan. It is 95 cm 
wide and rises to 5.07 m until the level of 
its summit. The minbar includes an elegant 

door that measures 1.50 m high and 55 cm 
wide, surmounted by a carved arch, and 
crowned by two rows of stone stalactites. 
The two triangular areas between the stal-
actites and the carved arch are decorated 
with floral decorations made by prominent 
carving according to the Arabesque style. 
At the top of the stalactites, there is a 
decorated panel that includes an inscription 

composed of two lines in the thuluth script 
and made by prominent carving, fig. (10-a, 
b). Its content is a part of the 197 verse 
of Surat al-Baqarah and ends with the 
date of the minbar (1242 AH.), fig. (10-c): 

Ͻу϶ дϗТ ϜϸмϿϦм /онЧϧЮϜ ϸϜϿЮϜ 

сЮмϒ ϝт днЧϦϜм /ϣзЂ ϞϝϡЮцϜ 1242 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure (10) Shows a. the minbar of the mosque, b. 

facsimile of the minbar, frontal and 

side view (After, Circle of Aleppo end-
owments), c. facsimile of the inscription 

of the minbar  
 

The door leads to a stone ladder that inc-
ludes six stairs and ends at the seat of the 
khatib (preacher). The minbar is crowned 
by a cupola with a pointed sector based 
on four marble columns. It is surmounted 
by a brass crescent. The northern side of 
the iwan includes three recesses. The wes-
tern and eastern recesses include the two 
entrances. In contrast, the middle one is 
higher, more spacious, and includes a han-
ging reporterôs tribune that overlooks the 
iwan through a wooden handrail decorated 
with carved decorations. It can be accessed 
through a stone ladder, fig. (11-a, b). Both 
of the western and eastern sides are occ-
upied by two recesses, which have the 
same dimensions of 2.90 m high and 1.40 

b a 

a b 

c 
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m wide. These recesses overlook the iwan 
through carved arches. The two recesses 
located on the western side have an open 
ceiling and are used as wind catchers 
(malaqif) to ventilate the iwan.  Concerning 
the ceiling of the iwan, it was divided into 
three sections. Both of the western and 
eastern sections are roofed by a pointed 
vault, whereas the middle one is roofed by 
a dome with a semi-circular sector. The 
dome is higher than the vaults of the two 
sides. It measures 10.75 m high, and its 
diameter is 5.65 m. It rises over an octagonal 
drum that includes four windows for vent-
ilating and illuminating the iwan and is 
based on transition zones from spherical 
triangle pendentives, fig. (12). The ceiling, 
including the vaults and the dome, is 
built of stone, but it seems to be different 
from the other parts. Thus, it is assumed 
that it was renewed during the renovation 
works in the Ottoman period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure (11) Shows a. the reporterôs tribune, b. fac-

simile of the reporterôs tribune, frontal 
view (After, Circle of Aleppo endow-

ments)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure (12) Shows the dome of the iwan; external 

view 

Á The renewed extensions 
Many extensions and renovation works were 
done during the Ottoman period. Some of 
them did not change the original plan, such 
as the minbar that was added in 1242 AH./ 
1826 AD. and the ceiling of the iwan that 
was renewed in 1260 AH./1844 AD. The 
renewal works that were done in 1260 
AH./1844 AD. included many extensions 
that caused essential changes to the original 
plan, fig. (2-b). These extensions were added 

by Mohamed Raji Ibn Mohamed Ali Byazid 
who wanted to return the teaching activity 
to the mosque [2]. He appointed al-Shaikh 
Hussien al-Ghuzzi al-Bali, the father of 
the famous Aleppoôs historian, as a teacher 
of the mosque and the students who rushed 
upon him [31]. Therefore, it was required 
to add some new extensions to the mosque 
to be fit with the teaching function. The 
new extensions included many rooms for 
teaching and residential purposes. This 
does not mean that the mosque did not 
perform the teaching function until this 
period, as the historical sources refer to it 
as a madrasa since the Mamluk period [10, 
23]. The renewal works include an open 
area located behind the courtyard that is 60 
cm high over its level, fig. (2-b), 13.40 m 
long, and 4.70 m wide. This area was sep-
arated from the courtyard by a short wall 
of 75 cm that included a prayer niche in 
the middle at the same axis of the courtyard 
niche and was equal to the height of the 
mosqueôs walls as it was the borderline 
of the mosque on the northern side. There-
fore, we can assert that the mosque included 
two open courtyards after these renewal 
works, but the mediated wall which sepa-
rated between them was demolished in a 
later period. Behind the added courtyard, 
there is a covered area of 14.35 long and 
2.75 wide. It is divided into five rooms 
roofed by five pointed vaults. Each of 
them includes a door and a window. It 
was used for a residential purpose, fig. 
(13-a, b). When the teaching activity was 
stopped by the end of the Ottoman period, 
the function of these rooms has changed 

a b 




