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The aim of this paper is to publish and study the false door of Zs.w which was discovered in
the shaft-tomb no. 1058 during the excavations of the Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities
(SCA) in Gisr el-Mudir cemetery, west of Unas pyramid in 2009. Now, it is preserved in national

Civilization Museum in Cairo under number GEM 6094. The importance of this false door is
that the name of its owner is not common in the Old Kingdom, and he also bears a title that
rarely appeared in the Old Kingdom and is linked to the royal palace, which is the title of jmjj-

KveyWO rds: r wb pr-3 (the overseer of the web-priest of the great house). Furthermore, it aims to translate,
Z5.w to comment on texts, and to date the false door, with discussion of his name-meaning, epethits
fa,lse door . and titles. Some artistic, orthographic and paleographic features display some tendency toward
Gisr el-mudir the late 6" dyn.

Grand Egyptian Museum

Old kingdom

Saqqgara

1. Introduction

Zs.w, the name of the owner of the false door under study
was uncommon in the old kingdom. Its appearance occurred
three times for three persons before the discovery of this
false door at Saqgara. This false door is a part of shaft-tomb
no. 1058 which was discovered in 2009 during the Egyptian
Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA) in Gisr el-Mudir
cemetery, west of Unas pyramid. It was found broken in two
halves by the width of the door, so it has been restored. More-
over, some of the upper parts of the door, which were also
broken, have also been restored. Now, it is preserved in the
Grand Egyptian Museum with an accession number GEM
6094, after it was preserved in the museum storage no.2 at
Saqgara under the registration number 19563.

2. Description

The false door of Zs.w, fig. (1) is made of limestone, measu-
ring 82.5 cm in height, 50. cm in width, 11.5 cm in thickness.
It is in a good state of preservation. It has a polychrome
cavetto cornice and is framed by a torus molding with rep-
resentations of sunken lines running along its edges [1]. It
has an upper lintel above the central niche, a squarish panel
flanked by two narrow apertures, a drum, an undecorated
central niche, uninscribed lower lintel above the central niche,
a pair of outer jambs and a pair of inner jambs. The form of
this small false door follows those which have no architrave,
but it has a flat surface above the cornice. The most part of

79

the central niche is occupied by a representation of a wooden
door painted in brown. The upper lintel and the outer jambs
are all in one plane, while the inner jambs are stepped back.
The upper lintel, the two outer jambs and the two inner jambs
are outlined by two vertical lines. The drum and the lower
lintel are uninscribed. Texts and figures on this false door are
incised except for the palm leaves of the cornice.
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Figure (1 )the false door of Zs.w; a. (by Abd el Mohsen, S.), b.
(by $mi, M.)

The figures and the cavetto cornice are painted: brown color
for the figures, red and green colors for the palm leaves of
the cavetto cornice. The upper lintel is inscribed with two
hieroglyphic lines divided by a horizontal line. The two outer
jambs are divided by a vertical line into two hieroglyphic
columns, which do not occupy the whole jambs. The lower
parts of the right and left outer jambs display mirror images
of the deceased in a standing position at the end of the hie-
roglyphic columns. Similarly, the two inner jambs are divided
by a vertical line, forming two short-hieroglyphic columns
on each side. These hieroglyphic columns do not also occupy
the whole jambs whose lower parts show the deceased in a
similar position of the outer jambs, but in small size. The two
hieroglyphic lines of the upper lintel form Atp (r)dj(w) njsw.t
grant® and pr.¢ hr.w formula® accompanied with the main
title of Zs.w, while the two outer and inner jambs are inscribed
with pr.¢ hr.w formula, the main title of Zs.w and his epithet
Jjm3h(.w). On the panel, the false door's owner is depicted
seated on a chair with no arms, but it has back, or cushion
rounded at the top [2,3], and bovine legs. It can be noted a
space between the seated figure and the back of the chair.
The deceased faces right, towards a table of bread. He wears
a short hair-wig and a knee-length pointed kilt [4,5], tight
on waist. His hair-wig entirely covers his ears. His right arm
is extended towards the offering table, while his left arm
rests on his chest. The offering table is high and narrow,
consisting of a small pedestal at the bottom and a flat tab-
letop. On it are bread slices, fused together and are not recog-
nizable. Underneath the offering table and on the opposite
side to the feet of the deceased are a large ewer and a small
basin resting directly on the floor, one above the other. The
ewer can be seen outside the rim of the basin. Above the
offering table is an ideographic offering list, oriented to the
left, towards the deceased, signifying that it is addressed to
him [6]. Above the offering list is a horizontal hieroglyphic
line mentioning the revered deceased before Ptah-Sokar.
On the right side of the panel is a vertical hieroglyphic line
forming the main title of Zs.w. The lower parts of the outer
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jambs show mirror images of the deceased in a standing pos-
ition and big size painted in brown, facing the central niche,
holding a staff and a baton. He wears a short and pointed-
end Kilt tied at the waist and a short hair-wig that reveals the
ears. He also wears a broad collar around his neck that consists
of three rows of long tubular beads and a scarf on the upper
part of his chest that covers his left shoulder and leaves his
right one exposed. The same depiction is shown on the left
side of the upper lintel with slightly different that Zs.w does
not hold a baton and his figure is not painted. Likewise, the
lower parts of the inner jambs represent unpainted figure of
Zs.w with similar attire, but without holding the baton nor
wearing the scarf. All the figures of Zs.w come after his name
probably signifying an iconographic determinative. Essentially,
there are obvious artistic and stylistic differences between
the figures that depicted on the outer jambs and those that
depicted on the squarish panel and the inner jambs.

3. Texts and Translation

3.1. On the upper lintel
¥ —ed TEEE5) o+
Z i ol

e a O
htp (r)dj(w) njsw.t Tnpw tpjj dw=f jmjj-wt (n) Zsw
pr.t hrw n(j).t jmjj-r wb(.w) pr-3 Zs.w
An offering which both the king and Anubis who is upon
his mountain and who is in mummy-wrappings give®© to
Zs.w. Invocation-offering of the overseer of the wb-priests
of the great house Zs.w.

3.2. On the upper part of the panel
=4 SR
Jjm3h.w hr Pth-Skr
Revered before Ptah-Sokar.

3.3. On the panel above the offering table and the
deceased

B 23 #ﬁ' 6 o
h3 t hnkt jh(.w) 3pd(.w) mnht hbs n jm3h.w Zs.w
One thousand loaves of bread, one thousand beers, one

thousand oxen, one thousand fowl, one thousand articles
of clothing to the revered one Zs.w.

3.4. On the right side of the panel

e L

Jjmjj-r web(.w) pr-3 Zsw
Overseer of the web-priests of the great house Zs.w.
3.5. On the right outer jamb
——
— S =)
8 — Bt 2
Jm3h.w hr nbzf
Jmjj-r w'b(.w) pr-3 Zsw
Revered to his lord. the wb-priests of the great house

Zs.w.




3.6. On the left outer jamb
JH A
{5}

Jjmjj-r wb(.w) pr-3 Zs.w
jm3h.w Zs.w
The overseer of the wh-priests of the great house Zs.w.
The revered one Zs.w.

3.7. On the right inne_r“jemb
AW ZpAT
=g <

Jjmjj-r w'b(.w) pr-3 Zsw
Jm3h.w Zsw
The overseer of the w'b-priests of the great house Zs.w
The revered one ZS.w.

3.8. On the left inner jamb
4»&9”‘“6 8l
q :@o@,

pr.t hrw n(j).t jm3h.w
Jjmjj-r w'b(.w) pr-3 Zsw
Invocation-offering of the revered one. The overseer of the
web-priests of the great house Zs.w.

4. The Name of the False door’s Owner

Except for our current case, the name of Zs.w in its trans-
lation as " the scribe" is uncommon in the old king_gom [7,
8]. It is attested only three times: the first one is —H A
that is mentioned in as short text on an offering table at
Cairo Museum (CGC 1365) [9,10] which found in Mastaba
C18 at Saqoara and dedicated to him by his grandson Tnz(@.
The second one is the servant zm who is attested in the
hieratic papyri of Gebelein in many writing forms: —& ¥
(Gebelein Papyrus 1), *Wﬁ(Gebelem Papyrus 1) [11],

:ﬁﬁb(Gebelem Papyrus 1V), and __ &4 (Gebelein
Papyrus IX) [11]. These two examples date back to the 4" dyn.
The third one is Zs #, the son of the royal web-priest (wb
nj-sw.t) Ti-wn who was living in the early of the 6" dyn [12].

. Titles and Epithets of Zsw
. jmjj-r wb.t pr-3
. jm3h.w hr nbzf

jm3h.w hr Pth-Skr
. jm3b.ow
From the inscriptions of this false door, we can identify the
titles and epithets of Zsw that draws his social status. He held
the title that read as jmjj-r wb(.w) pr-3 that is translated as
the overseer of wh- priests of the great house [13]. This title
was uncommon in the old kingdom. Also, Zs.w is described
as jm3h.w, the designation which was a precondition for perf-
orming the glorification ritual, i.e., s34.w process for his

oo oo O

81

bearer and the guarantor of all royal endowments of food
and funeral equipment after death. Allen has considered it a
quality of the deceased with/of someone, usually the king or
the great god [14]. In this respect Zs.w is also entitled as jm3h.w
hr Pth-Skr and jm3h.w hr nb=f. Jansen-Winkeln argues that
Jjm3h.w epithet could be applied to both the dead and the living
[15]. On the other hand, many studies have dealt with the eco-
nomic and social aspects of jm3h-status. One of the most
important and most analyzed of these studies is those of Chauvet
who assumes that his/her obtains his im3h-status because of
his deeds, moral qualities, and social status [16]. Also, both
Moret and Helck allude to the economic aspect of the jm3h-
status. The deceased's acquisition of jms3h.w status will make
him eligible for obtaining the royal endowments in the form
of food provisions and funerary equipment [17,18]. The two
epithets jmsh.w hr nbzfand jmsh.w hr Pth-Skr describe Zsw
as a venerated before his king and the two deities Ptah and
Sokar whom the craftsmen were working under their patronage.

6. Results

Some iconographical, orthographical, and paleographical
peculiarities put the date of this false door in the late 61 dyn.
Although the cavetto cornice and torus molding first appeared
in the 5" dyn. and confined mainly to viziers and high officials,
it became norm and the common type in the 6" dyn [19,20].
Also, the narrow apertures that always too small to be
decorated is the common feature of the 6™ dyn [19]. The
standing figure of the deceased on the upper lintel and his
small figures on the inner jambs put the dating of this false
door at the end of the 51" dyn. Onwards. The sunken reliefs
points to a similar conclusion [19]. The space between the back
of the chair and seated figure of the deceased firstly appeared
in the mid-6" dyn® [21] and used commonly thereafter®,
Moreover, the ewer’s spout is usually depicted towards the
deceased’s face, but not in this case. Our example has parallels
in examples from Giza, Saqqara, Abydos and Akhmim, mostly
dated to the later part of the 6™ dyn [22-24]. Furthermore,
this false door follows the tradition of the end of the old
kingdom that [25] treats the upper lintel and the outer jambs
as a "surround"®, The occurrences of some characteristic fea-
tures of the second old kingdom style would suggest the same
dating. For instance, the hair-wig which entirely covers the
ears, and his right hand which is very tall and is not consistent
with the anatomical proportion of the human body [26,27].
Orthographically, the arrangement of Atp (r)dj(w) njsw.t as
njsw.t hip (r)dj(w) is typical of the old kingdom [28], especially
its end [29]. Furthermore, the composition of pr.t hrw n(j).t
was popularly utilized at the end of the 6" dyn. and later
[24, 25, 30-35]. The qualification of the deceased as jm3h.w
hr Pth-Skr is known in the 6™ dyn., but it became common
at the very end of that dynasty [36].

7. Discussion

The title jmjj-r wb(.w) pr-3 is the main title of Zs.w that
concludes his career path. As mentioned above, this title is
uncommon in the old kingdom; However, there was more
than one sect of holders of the title of supervisor of the wb-



priests of many institutions which were associated with deities
[13,37] and their ships [13,38], kings [13,39,40] and their
pyramids [13,41] as well as the royal mother [42]. Moreover,
this title jmjj-r wb(.w) came alone in a rare case, without
being linked to a specific institution [40,41,43-46]. Obviously,
the title jmjj-r wb(.w) pr-3 is the highest rank of title wb
pr-3 which was also uncommon in the old kingdom [13,40,
47]. It also seems that the holder of the title of jmjj-r wb(.w)
pr-3 was supervising all the wb- priests in the royal palace.
His role was to examine the sacrificial animals and ensure
that their blood was pure before slaughter [48]. This is conf-
irmed by a scene found in the Ptah-Hotep tomb depicting
Ir-n 3kt examining the blood of the sacrificial animals, and
above this scene his title jmjj-r wb(.w) pr-3 zwnw “the
overseer of the wb-priests and veterinary®™” [13,49]. He
was responsible for directing the slaughter of the victims in
accordance with the rites and to note after their death if they
bore no trace of illness or infirmity which was likely to defile
the flesh.

8. Conclusion

The name and the main title of the owner of this false door were
rare in the old kingdom® and it can be concluded that it represents
the only confirmed case so far of holders of the title of jmjj-r wb(.w)
pr-3, while the other case is unconfirmed and may be read in a
different way as jmjj-r wb(.w) pr-3 zwnw. On the other hand, there
is a probability that Zs.w in question was the son of the royal w%-
priest (Wb nj-sw.1) Ti-wn who was living in the early of the 6" dyn. and
was buried in Giza. The question of why Zs.w abandoned the cemetery
where his father was buried in Giza, was answered by many similar
cases found in Gisr el Mudir at Saqgara and Dahshour, while their
families were buried at Giza. Also, the tombs in Giza cemetery freg-
uently stopped being well decorated, and was no longer used for
high-ranking officials and priests from the end of the Fifth Dynasty
and during the Six Dynasty. Probably, Zs.w inherited his position in
the royal palace from his potential father 7j-wn, and lived until the
latter part of the 6™ dyn. This hypothesis is also confirmed by the
iconographical, orthographical, and paleographical peculiarities
which are the features of this false door.

Endnote

() In his recent study, Abd el-Sattar refuted the description
of hip-(r)dj(w)- njsw.t as a "formula”, and replaced it
with the term "grant", since htp-(r)dj(w)- njsw.t was a part
of offering rituals recited during the burial. It was a royal
grant given to individuals by the king, the deity, or both. [50].

(b) Egyptologists have used to describe pr.t-hr.w as a
formula, but there are pieces of evidence that it was part
of the offering rituals that were recited at the edge of
the upper well of the Mastabas tombs in the Old
Kingdom, where the funeral rites end [51].

(c) Both Satzinger and Franke have grammatically considered
htp-(r)dj(w)- njsw.t as a perfective relative form [52, 53].

(d) Urk. I, 228, 9-11 [54].

(e) It first appeared as an iconographic feature in the relief
of 7bj at Deir el Gabrawi [21].

(f) The stela (MFA 25.676), the stela of Tn-k3zf (Turin.
1290), the false door of ab-jhw (JE. 38551), the false
door of Nfi-jw (MMA. 12.183.8) and the false door of
Idj (Stockholm. 11420) [55-58].
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(9) The term (surround) was first used by Gunn [59].

(h) Motet read this title as jmjj-r zwnw pr-3 (the overseer of
the pharaoh veterinarians) [49].

(i) Among these names Ny-sw-s3-jb and Mrjj-Izzj [24, 60, 61].
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